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Synopsis

Focused on the pivotal year of 1863, the second volume of Shelby Footed ™s masterful narrative
history brings to life some of the most dramatic and important moments in the Civil War, including
the Battle of Gettysburg and Granta ™s Vicksburg campaign. A a ceFoote has an acute sense of
the relative importance of events and a novelista ™s skill in directing the readera ™s attention to
the men and the episodes that will influence the course of the whole war, without omitting items
which are of momentary interest. His organization of facts could hardly be better.a « & "The
AtlanticA & ceThough the events of this middle year of the Civil War have been recounted hundreds
of times, they have rarely been re-created with such vigor and such picturesque detail.4 « & "The
New York Times Book ReviewA & ceThe lucidity of the battle narratives, the vigor of the prose, the
strong feeling for the men from generals to privates who did the fighting, are all controlled by
constant sense of how it happened and what it was all about. Foote has the novelista ™s feeling for
character and situation, without losing the historiana ™s scrupulous regard for recorded fact. The

Civil War is likely to stand unequaled.a « & "Walter Mills
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Customer Reviews



"The Civil War: A Narrative: Volume 2, From Fredericksburg to Meridian" is Foote’s second book in
his magnum opus and considered by some sources to be the best. | began with Volume |l because
of my interest in 1863, Stones River, Gettysburg and Chickamauga, and all those subjects received
a very detailed treatment. | remember perusing the book in the early 1980s and wanted to read it,
but was intimidated by its size. After all, it was only one of three 2.5" thick books in the series. After
watching (and re-watching) Foote’s interviews in Ken Burns’ "The Civil War", | became so fond of
the man that | bought the whole set, both in print and in audio. The books have a permanent spot in
my nearest bookshelf and the audio is in a permanent playlist on my iPhone.Volume Il begins with
Jefferson Davis’ 1863 trip around the Confederacy to rally his constituents, and takes us through the
battles of Fredericksburg, Stones River, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Chickamauga, and
Chattanooga. We lose Stonewall Jackson, see the rise of Nathan Bedford Forrest and Ulysses
Grant, and witness the fall of Rosecrans and Bragg. It does not just focus on the well-known
activities of the Army of the Potomac vs. the Army of N.VA, but interposes scenes from all theaters
of the war as well, as the other branch of service (Navy). It's not just a military history, as we learn of
such items as the infighting in both White Houses, international ramifications of the War, and the
dysfunctional inflationary economies and riots in Southern cities like Richmond and Northern cities
like New York.Foote is a master storyteller and his riveting and personal accounts may make the

reader forget they are reading non-fiction history.
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